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Prologue

The objectives of the present booklet entitled “Local Culture and Learning Source of Ban Mab
Somboon Village, Thung Phraya Sub-district, Sanam Chai Khet District, Chachoengsao Province” are (1)
to collect the body of knowledge on local culture and learning sources of Ban Mab Somboon Village,
Thung Phraya Sub-district, Sanam Chai Khet District, Chachoengsao Province, in order to avoid the risky
possibility of a loss and (2) to publicly disseminate the cultural wisdom heritage of the Ban Mab Somboon
Village Community to public sectors, educational institutions and community. The data is collected
through a field trip and interview. The local scholars of Moo 18, Ban Mab Somboon Village, Thung

Phraya Sub-district, Sanam Chai Khet District, Chachoengsao Province, are the key informants for interview.

The local cultures of Ban Mab Somboon Village are as follows :

1. Local Traditions : The Boon Klang Ban tradition, or the communal-merit-making tradition,
takes place since on the first day of the waxing moon of the sixth lunar month onwards to the fifteenth
day of the waxing moon of the sixth lunar month. This ceremony is aimed to dedicate merit to the
guardian spirits, those who have vengeful thought from previous deeds, deities to protect and bring
happiness and prosperity to the community. Moreover, there are also the Boon Bang Fai or the rocket
festival and the Boon Duean Hok or the merit-making tradition in the sixth lunar month. They are held
to request the rain from Phaya Thaen or the Sky God, ensuring timely rain for agricultural fertility and
auspiciousness.

2. The Mulberry Cultivation and Silk Weaving Group, Ban Mab Somboon: Established in 2011,
this group produces silk, cotton, loincloths, and silk shawls dyed with both chemical and natural colors.

The products are the valuable cultural heritage of the community.
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3. The Sticky Rice Basket Weaving : This involves transforming the home-grown reed into
utensil for holding steamed sticky rice.

4. The Reed Mat Weaving : It is how to make the mats by using the home-grown reed. The
woven mats are as the local wisdom passed down from ancestors. The mats are used within households
and kept as souvenirs for various community traditions.

5. The Local Cuisine of Thai Northeast-style Spicy Jackfruit Salad or Sub Mak Mee : In Ban
Mab Somboon Village, the locals ubiquitously grow jackfruit trees and process them into this uniquely

traditional local dish of the community.

Learning sources in Ban Mab Somboon Community are as follows :

1. Ban Mab Nadee Temple : This temple is enshrined with a replica of the Phra Buddha
Chinnarat Buddha image in the subduing-Mara gesture as the principle Buddha image in the ordination
hall. This Buddha image serves as the center of Ban Mab Nadee Village and Ban Mab Somboon Village
for organizing many significant Buddhist and local traditions of the community.

2. The Poo Ta Shrine or the Male-Ancestor-Spirit-Guardian Shrine : The locals of Ban Mab
Somboon Village and Ban Nadee Village annually hold the homage-paying ceremonies for the shrine on
the third day of the maxing moon of the third month and the sixth day of the maxing moon of the
sixth month. The ceremony is aimed to bring auspiciousness to the community.

3. Banna, I-Din and Klin Fang : It is the agricultural learning center in Mab Somboon
community. This learning center adopts the King Rama IX’s Sufficiency Economy Philosophy and the
new-theory agriculture, designing agricultural areas in the Khok Nong Na model.

4. Straw Mushroom Cultivation : The community has learned the wisdom of cultivating straw
mushrooms from Ku Yai Mi Sub-district, Sanam Chai Khet District, Chachoengsao Province. It brings locals
more opportunity for employment.

5. Ban Mab Somboon Community Forest : The community actively conserves their local

forest in order to bring the community to sustainable and balanced forest resource management.
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