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Preface

According to Section 7 of the Rajabhat University Act of B.E. 2547, Rajabhat
Rajanagarindra University has the mission to foster arts, culture and locality. It is hereby as
follows:

Section 7: The University is a higher education institution which is accountable to
local development. Herewith, the university must reinforce the power of wisdom of the
land, revive the power of learning, glorify a local wisdom, and create arts and sciences in
order to bring people stable and sustainable prosperity. Also, the University must participate
in management of, maintenance of and exploitation from natural and environmental resources
in sustainable and balanced ways. The University is established with the objectives of
providing education and promoting academic ability and high vocation, teaching, conducting
researches, providing academic service to society, adjusting, passing on and developing
technology, fostering arts and culture, creating teachers and promoting an academic standing
for teachers.

On the sorrowful occasion of the royal cremation ceremony of H.M. the late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, the Center of Art, Culture, and Locality, Rajabhat Rajanagarindra
University conveys our heartfelt remembrance and deepest condolence through compiling and
publishing the book named “The Important Places in Chachoengsao Visited by H.M.
King Bhumibol Adulyadej”, depicting H.M. King Bhumibol’s people visitations as royal mission
in Chachoengsao. Incidentally, this book is aimed to bring about pride for local people of
Chachoengsao Province, remind us to H.M. King Bhumibol’s unfathomable benevolence, and
persuade us to carry on H.M. King Bhumibol’s initiative ideas as a guiding lantern of life for

a wide range of developments in the future.

The Center of Arts, Culture and Locality would like to express our deepest gratitude
to Abbot of Sothornwararam Woraviharn Temple; Phramaha Sanga Virappannano; Abbot of
Huasai Temple, Phra Maha Vichien Sirivattano, Assistant Abbot of Phrachetuphon Vimolmangalaram
Temple; Mr. Mana Klinniem, a volunteer teacher of Watsothornwararam Phrapariyattidham
School; executives and personnel of The 2™ Engineer Battalion, King’s Guard, Sri Sothorn Army
Camp; Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center; Huasai Temple;

Watsothornwararamworaviharn School; Bang Pakong Power Plant; Chachoengsao Red Cross

enen



University, for their useful information in successfully compiling and accomplishing
this booklet. Also, no words are enough to express our heartiest gratitude towards
Assist, Prof, Laor Petcharat, who devoted her time for proofreading and correcting of this book.
Incidentally, if there are any mistakes, The Center of Arts, Culture and Locality would like

to humbly and sincerely admit all the mistakes.

The Center of Arts, Culture and Locality
Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University

27 June 2017
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Introduction

H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej is the world’s longest-reigning monarch; and he has
been esteemed as “the King of Kings”. Throughout the 70 years of his reign, he had stepped
on all regions of Thailand with true love towards his subjects. His kindness is unforgettably and
everlastingly engraved in his subjects’ memory. As people in other regions of Thailand,
the local people of Chachoengsao have had opportunities to welcome H.M. King Bhumibol.
Therefore, his footprints on the way he had stepped were engraved in their loyal hearts

forever.

The first visitation: On 24 May 1946, H.M. King Bhumibol, as the King’s younger
brother at that time, followed H.M. King Anandamahidol to visit the 2" Engineer Battalion for
their first people visitation in Chachoengsao Province. At that time, they also attended a trial
as the chief judge at the bench at Chachoengsao Provincial Court (Chachoengsao Buddhist

Association at present).

The second visitation: On 3 June 1966, H.M. King Bhumibol, H.M. Queen Sirikit and
H.R.H Princess Ubolratana visited Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple to perform royal charity

on Vesak Day.

The third visitation: On 20 November 1969, H.M. King Bhumibol came to preside over

the opening ceremony for a new classroom building at Sothornwararam Worawiharn School.

The fourth visitation: On 14 March 1971, H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Siritkit
came to preside over the opening ceremony for Virapannanusas building at Wathuasai School,
Bangkhla District. Also, they came to preside over the rattan-cutting ceremony and cut the
rattan string bearing Nimit ball, stone ball buried as a mark of Buddha’ sacred boundary,

at Huasai Temple.

The fifth visit: On 31 October 1971, H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Siritkit made
a private trip to visit the house of Mr. Prasit Kanchanawat at Bang Khanak Sub-district,

Bang Namprieo District.
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The sixth visitation: On 19 October 1973, H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Siritkit
came to preside over the opening ceremony of Chachoengsao Red Cross Office and
Chachoengsao Blood Donation Center. Afterwards, they visited to the Official Residence of

Chachoengsao Governor.

The seventh visitation: On 8 August 1979, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn and H.R.H Princess Chulabhorn, came to preside over the shrine
opening ceremony of royal monument of King Pinklac at Phanom Sarakham District. Afterwards,
H.M. King Bhumibol held on people visitation. At that time, there were 7 local people had
an audience with H.M. King Bhumibol to offer him the 264 -rai land in order to build a royal

mansion and use as agricultural study area.

The eighth visitation: On 21 July 1980, H.M. King Bhumibol and H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn

visited Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center.

The ninth visitation: On 3 August 1981, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.M. King
Mahavajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun when he was H.R.H. Crown Prince
Mahavajiralongkorn, H.R.H. Crown Princess Sirindhorn and H.R.H. Princess Chulabhorn, came to

follow up the conduction and progress of Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center.

The tenth visitation: On 22 April 1982, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with H.M. Queen
Sirikit and H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn, came to follow up the Irrigation Project in the area of
Sanam Chaikhet District and offered the gifts to the monks at Banwangkoo Monastery at Sanam

Chaikhet District.

The eleventh visitation: On 24 August 1982, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn and H.R.H. Princess Chulabhorn, came to follow up Khao Hin Sorn Royal

Development Study Center which was one of royal project ignited by the royal initiative idea.

The twelfth visitation: On 22 August 1984, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn, came to follow up Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center

which was one of royal project ignited by the royal initiative idea.
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rteen visitation: On 8 January 1985, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with

sf?nh ss Siindhorn, came to preside over the opening ceremony of Bang Pakong Power Plant.

The fourteenth visitation: On 19 January 1988, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn, came to preside over the stone foundation laying ceremony of

the Uposatha of Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple.
The fifteenth visitation: On 5 September 1996, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn, came to perform the gold-umbrella-lifting ceremony for the new

Uposatha, Buddhist monastic hall, at Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple.

The sixteenth visitation: On 23 April 1997, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with

H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn, came to follow up Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center.
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The 2" Engineer Battalion, King’s Guard

In 1980, the 2™ Engineer Battalion, King’s Guard initially originated from a consolidation

" Engineer Regiment, formerly located in

of engineer divisions in order to synergize as the 2
Phranakhorn Si Ayuddhaya province and was controlled by the Prince of Kamphaengphet
who was in charge of the Special Commander. In 1916, the 2" Engineer Regiment branched
out into 2 battalions: The 1% Field Engineer Battalion and the 2™ Bridge Engineer Battalion.
In 1927, the 3" Engineer Regiment was consolidated with the 2" Engineer Regiment.
After consolidation, it branched out into two battalions: the 2™ Signal Battalion and the 2™
Engineer Battalion. In 1932, the 2™ Engineer Regiment was closed down and the 2™ Engineer
Battalion, its internal department, was directly commanded by Commander of Military Engineers.

In 1933, under the command of Maj. Luangnarairittha (M.R.V. Pratuang Malakul), the 2™
Engineer Battalion, formerly located in Phranakhorn Si Ayuddhaya province, was relocated to
Chachoengsao province. In 1947, this military unit was kindly siven a new name ‘Srisothorn
Army Camp’ from H.M. King Bhumibol. In 1950, this military unit had been changed to be the
2" Engineer Battalion, the 1™ Engineer Regiment; it was subsequently appointed to be the
royal guard unit which dedicated to the military protection of H.M. King Bhumibol in 1953.
By this, this military unit was granted a privilege to wear the emblem of royal monogram “nus”
above the right breast pocket of the uniform. Also, it was kindly given the Colours
(the army flag) from H.M. King Bhumibol in the same year.

In 1961, this military unit was changed to be the 2™ Engineer Battalion, King’s Guard;

it was under the direct command of the Cavalry Squadron. In 1978, the 2™ Engineer Battalion,

King’s Guard was transferred to be under the command of the 2™ Division.

Glory and Pride

In 1953, H.M. Bhumibol kindly appointed as the royal guard unit under the command
of the 1* Engineer Regiment, King’s Guard. Also, this military unit was kindly given the Colours
(the army flag) on 25 January 1953.

On 7 December 2014, H.M. King Bhumibol assigned H.R.H Crown Prince Maha

Vajiralongkorn , in charge of a royal representative, to give the new Colours to the 2™ Engineer
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Battalion, King’s Guard at the Uposatha of Phrasrirattana Sasadaram Temple, Chumsai Mansion,
Sahathai Samegom Pavilion at the Grand Palace.

On 3 June 1966, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly granted the Guard of Honor, the 2™
Engineer Battalion, King’s Guard delivered a reverence and salutation. In this regard, Capt.
Arphorn Kullaphong, Commander of the Guard of Honor, reported about the military unit and
invited H.M. King Bhumibol to check out the troop of the Guard of Honor when
H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Sirikit came to make merit on Vesak Day and gilded the
Sothorn Buddha Image at the Uposatha of Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple

On 5 September 1996, H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej came to the 2™ Engineer
Battalion, King's Guard prior to he went to preside over the gold-royal-umbrella- lifting
ceremony for the top of the Mondop, a square structure with four arches and a pyramidal

roof of the new Uposatha, a Buddhist monastic hall, of Sothornwararam Woraviharn.

Chachoengsao Provincial Court

Chachoengsao Provincial Court has contained a long history and generally perceived
as ‘City Court’ since the reien of King Chulalongkorn, Rama V. Not only did Chachoengsao
Provincial Court operate in the same office with Prachinburi Circle Court in 1907, but also it
was used as the Office of the Chief Justice of Region Il before the year 1977.

Chachoengsao Provincial Court was initially named ‘Chachoengsao City Court’. In 1906,
Phrapinildulaatta, the Chief Justice of the Prachinburi Circle Court, formally sent an information
letter to Phrayacakpranivisuddhi, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Justice. It appeared
as follow:

“Chachoengsao City Court had fallen into a dilapidated condition. When it rained,
the rain would get into the inner area of the court and water would seep through the roof
leaks, causing the bench of the court became drenched.”

By this, the Ministry of Justice approved the budget in constructing an office building
for Prachin Circle Court and Chachoengsao City Court. The office building construction was
started in 1937 near Chachoengsao City Hall. This one-floor office building was constructed
with bricks and cement. On the left corner of the building was the office of Prachinburi
Circle Court; and the right corner for the Chachoengsao City Court. After Prachinburi Circle Court
had been dissolved, the Office of the Chief Justice of Region Il was established.
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In 1964, the Ministry of Justice requested the budget for a construction of a new building due
to the increased population and inconvenience of civil service. Moreover, the existing
building, over sixty years old, was in an unrenovated condition because the building was
dilapidated and full of cracks and roof leaks. Also, the existing shabby building had been
constructed at the bank of the Bangpakong River, its vicinity continuously encountered with
the riverbank erosion. Therefore, it was discerned inappropriate to construct a new office
building in that piece of land. Furthermore, the new building of the City Hall of Chachoengsao
Province was recently constructed at Ruangwut Rd; the new office building of Chachoengsao
City Court was constructed, facing to the greensward of the City Hall.

The construction of the new office building started on 6 April 1964 and completed on
25 December 1964. The opening ceremony was held on Friday, 4 April, 1965. The new office
was a two-floor building with six benches of court. Subsequently, three more courtrooms
had been added; there were nine benches of court altogether. Interestingly, the two thrones
of court, sat by two kings of Thailand, were removed from the old building and well-preserved
in the courtroom IX of the present Chachoengsao Provincial Court.

On 1 October, 1977, the Office of the Chief Justice of Region Il had been removed to
Cholburi Province, causing the whole area of this new building belonged to Chachoengsao
Provincial Court. In 1999, Chachoengsao Provincial Court constructed the second office
building behind the first one; it was a three-floor building with four benches of court. For both
buildings, there were 13 benches of court ( Chachoengsao Provincial Court, leaflet, 2017).

On 24 May, 1946 at 2.08 pm, H.M. King Anandamahidol and H.M. King Bhumibol (King’s
Younger Brother at that time) went to Chachoengsao Provincial Court (appeared in record book
of Chachoengsao Provincial Court). Conducting the trial on the case of an alleged nursing
mom, they attended the court proceedings. At that time, the two kings signed their names on
the visitor’s book of the Chachoengsao Provincial Court. This royal duty was apparently and
appreciatively seen by their subjects because of their visit to Chachoengsao Province.

When H.M. King Anandamahidol, King Rama VIII, kindly visited to Chachoengsao
province, he visited to various areas to see and listen to the problems of his subjects in an

appropriate period of time. Later on, he came to Chachoengsao Provincial Court to preside
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over a court proceeding on the special case which he was personally interested himself and
paid high attention to study.

At that time, the judge was conducting a trial on the burglary case in which the nursing
mom was a defendant. On that trial day, the courtroom was overwhelmed by people who
immensely wish to experience the king’s charisma and graciousness. According to the
indictment presented by the attorney, it mentioned that the defendant had stolen the plaintiff’s
copper-alloy key ring. The burglary was witnessed and the stolen property was captured
by the police. The defendant admitted the allegation with plenary confession and she testified
that she could not afford to pay for child care. By this, the court sentenced her six months in
jail. However, after H.M. King Anandamahidol had made a judgment about the charge,
he remarked that the conviction should be changed to put her on probation because she had
never committed an offense nor had been convicted. Therefere, the court changed the verdict
in accordance with the king’s judgment.

Such an event reflects the king’s wisdom, ability and genius regarding laws and trial.
His judgment of that case brought his subjects exaltation and admiration on his wisdom and
ability. Furthermore, H.M. King Rama VIIl and H.M. King Rama IX (King’s Younger Brother at that
time) stayed at the balcony of the office building of Chachoengsao Provincial Court in order
to allow his subjects experience and admire their charisma and graciousness in an appropriate
period of time before they went back to the palace (Tuanjai Charoenpong, 2017, p. 15).

This visit paid by the two kings of Thailand is monumentally regarded as a historic event

for Chachoengsao Provincial Court and Chachoengsao Province.

Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple and Sothorn Buddha Image

Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple, generally known as Wat Sothorn, is located in
Maruphong Rd, Namueang Sub-district, Mueang District, Chachoengsao Province. Wat Sothorn,
covered a total area of 21 rais and 42 square wah, is situated 2 kilometers far from
the city market.

Historically, Sothorn Temple was established during the late-Ayutthaya Period. Initially,
temple was merely a local temple, named ‘Wat Hong’, literally means a temple of swan,

because there was a Sao Hong, the tall post with a swan figure on the top, outstandingly
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appearing in the area of the temple. Later, the swan figure was blown down by the storm and
the local people hung a flag (Thong in Thai) instead of the swan figure. By this, the original name
of the temple ‘Wat Hong” was changed as ‘Wat Sao Thong’. Subsequently, the name of the
temple was changed again as ‘Wat Sao Thong Torn’ because the storm broke the post into two
pieces . Incidentally, when Sothorn Buddha Image or Luang Phor Sothorn had been enshrined
at this temple, the name of the temple was changed as ‘Wat Srisotorn’.

Initially, the name of the temple, Wat Srisotorn’, was spelled as ‘Sotorn’ (lan3),
not ‘Sothorn’ (1a59) as it is at the present time. When King Chulachomklao (King Rama V) had
visited this temple, he sent a letter to King Mongkutklao (with the rank of the Crown Prince at
that time) to apprise his son of ‘Wat Sotorn’, now its name has been changed as ‘Wat Sothorn’.
Etymologically, the word ‘Sothorn” means ‘purity’ or ‘sacredness’. The name of the temple is
probably derived from the characteristics of the sacred, gorgeous Sothorn Buddha Image.
Moreover, some scholars mentioned that ‘Sothorn” is an auspicious name: ‘So’ (1d) is believed
as a holy word which can prevent all kinds of suffering, grief, ailment and harm; “Th’ (§) stands
for power and might; ‘R’(3) stands for great popularity among deities and human beings.
Incidentally, in 1915, when H.H. Somdet Phramahasamanachao Kromphraya Vajirayanavarorasa
came to inspect the ecclesiastical affairs in Chachoengsao province, he visited Wat Sothorn and
made a judgment on the name of the temple that “the name of Wat Sothorn wasn’t simply
named by an unknowledeeable man because it’s a melodious and meaningful”.

Due to Sothorn Temple is situated at the cape; it is astrologically believed a good
and auspicious location which is suitable for a preservation of Buddhism. According to Chinese
belief, such an excellent location of the temple is called ‘a place of the dragon’. It is
astrologically predicted that if the place is enshrined by the Buddha image, the greatness and
sacredness will be brought to the place. Also, the Buddha image will protect the city and
perpetuate Buddhism. This is probably why Sothorn Buddha Image accepted an invitation
to be enshrined at this temple during the end of the second month to the beginning of the
third month in the lunar calendar as appeared in the legend.

In the past, Sothorn Temple was merely a common temple. Under the command of

the King IX, the temple was subsequently upgraded as the third-level royal temple with the



attached name ‘Varaviharn’. Therefore, the full name has been formally known as
‘Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple’ (Chachoengsao Province, 2011, pp.69 -70).

Currently, there is a new Uposatha, a Buddhist monastic hall, constructed in the applied
Rattanakosindra style in 1992. The new Uposatha is decorated with the Thai style four-gable
roof. The five-tear royal umbrella made of 77 kilograms of real gold has been decorated
at the center of the roof. Moreover, the floor of Uposatha is paved by marble tile from the
city of Carrera, Italy. Thus, it is possibly regarded as the most magnificent and most gorgeous
Uposatha for the Buddhists around the world. Importantly, this sacred temple is considered
one of important temples in the reign of King Rama IV because the construction of the
Uposatha is initiated by King Rama IX (Under His Graciousness. (2006). Wordpoint Com. Ltd.
Chachoengsao. pp. 35 -41). On 3 June 1966, HM. King Bhumibol, HM. Queen Sirikit, and
H.R.H Princess Ubolratana came to Sothorn Temple to preside over the state ceremony of
Vesak Day and made a circumambulation around the Uposatha. At that time, H.M. King
Bhumibol talked to Ven. Phrarajbhuddhirangsi (Sgt. Jeam Kullavanich, the Abbot of Sothorn
Temple, as follow:

“[I have] intended to pay homage to the Sothorn Buddha Image since long time ago.
Why has the Uposatha of the Sothorn Buddha Image been constructed with incompatibility
of the glory and dignity of the Buddha Image? Renovated the Uposoth ...”

Simultaneously, H.M. King Bhumobol mentioned the development of the school and
slum in front of the Uposatha for the sake of the Sothorn Buddha Image. By this, H.M. King
Bhumibol kindly gave back a sum of 95,921 Baht, his subjects had presented him, to the
temple in order to use for school improvement.

However, the temple had not followed the royal thought yet. On 20 November 1969,
when H.M. King Bhumibol came to preside over the opening ceremony for the school building
at Buddhasothorn School, he mentioned the construction of the Uposatha to the abbot again.
Moreover, in 1985, H.M. King Bhumibol visited Sothorn Temple again and mentioned
a construction plan of the Uposatha as follow:

“... | wish the construction of Uposatha as the miracle of my reign and last for
centuries, millenniums. This Uposatha is magnificently gigantic. If the construction is

completely finished, it will be great and become a landmark...”
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On 19 January 1988, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn,
came to preside over the foundation stone laying ceremony of the new Uposatha. Also, he
planted a cannonball tree in front of the Uposatha. Afterwards, Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn
(Cirapunno, Sgt. Jeam Kullavanich) submitted a formal letter to H.M. King Bhumibol “to present
the Uposatha of Sothorn Temple the king as the royal Uposatha of King Rama IX.

On 5 September 2006, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn,
came to preside over the gold-royal-umbrella-lifting ceremony at the Uposatha of Sothorn
Temple again.

H.M. King Bhumibol, is excellently endowed with great wisdom and incomparable
ability. He plays a pivotal role in preserving and continuing arts and culture for society.
Incidentally, the sacredness of the Sothorn Buddha Image considerably draws waves of
pious Buddhists, in both Thailand and abroad, to pay homage to the Sothorn Buddha Image

himself.

Watsothornwararamworaviharn School

Watsothornwararamworawiharn School was established by Luang Amnuaysilapasatra,
Chief Education Officer of Prachinburi Circle, on 1 July 1924. At that time, the school was named
‘Watsothorn School” and was under supervision of Ammart Khunabhiramchanya, Principal
of Prachinburi - Chachoengsao Rungsarit Circle Boarding School. Educational management
of the school was done in a sermon hall of Sothorn Temple; and there were only two teachers
in a school: Mr. Neuan-Hog Jeamart and Mrs. Chawee Singhaseni.

On 1 May 1923, Watsothorn School was transferred from a provincial school to be
Namueang Sub-district 1 local school (Watsothorn Shool) and the school provided education
in accordance with the primary school curriculum.

On 20 October 1936, Watsothorn School was affiliated with Mueaneg Chachoengsao
Municipality and the school was named ‘Municipality 3 Watsothorn School” and the school
provided education in accordance with The Ministry of Education.

Due to the fact that Wat Sothorn School was located in a municipality area, close to
the Office of Chachoengsao Provincial Organization for Educational Improvement and
Promotion, Watsothorn School was assigned to be a teaching experiment school in accordance

with new education in 1951. By this, there were many teachers and experts, both domestically
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and internationally, joining hands in giving advices and supervising a school educational system.
It brought about management advancement and success to the school, causing requests for
visit study by numerous schools.

On 1 May 1953, Wahtsothorn School had a knock down building (meeting hall) and the
classroom building was renovated afterwards.

On 27 June 1954, Watsothorn School started the construction project of a new
classroom building and it was completely and permanently constructed on 27 February 1955.
The new classroom building was used on 1 March 1955.

In 1960, Watsothorn School was affiliated with the Network of Educational Improvement
and Development Project (NEIDP). The school was offered a monetary support from NEIDP and
teacher assistants were sent from USOM. Moreover, the school management was
continuously advised by coordinators from the Central Educational Development Center.

On 20 April 1965, Ven. Phra Phrabhramagunabhorn (Phra Buddhirangsi at that time),
Abbot of Sothornwararam Worawiharn Temple, thoroughly inspected the whole vicinity of the
temple, especially an area of Watsothorn School. He perceived that Watsothorn School was
located in a congested riverfront area because there were 20 teachers affiliated with
Elementary Education Department, Ministry of Education and 894 students from kindergarten
to grade 7. Due to the insufficiency of classrooms, students had to crowdedly stay together in
a meeting room. Furthermore, the school was full of garbage and sewage. By this, Ven. Phra
Phrabhramagunabhorn initially solved these problems by construction of an impermanent
classroom building with four classrooms. However, the classroom building was not adequate
to serve the increasing number of students. Afterwards, he planned to enlarge and decorate
the area of the classroom building. Unfavorably, his intention was not accomplished because
the whole area of the school was actually in a confined space. Moreover, the front area of
the school was adjacent to Bang Pakong River, causing a riverbank erosion. This problem was
possibly not to be solved. By this, Ven. Phra Phrabhramagunabhorn considered the
construction of new classroom building and he decided to purchase a piece of land, with
a total area of 18 rai, in the north of the temple.

Subsequently, H.M. King Bhumibol, H.M. Queen Sirikit and H.R.H. Princess Ubolrattana
kindly visited Sothorn Temple. On this occasion, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly gave back a sum

of 95,921 Baht, which his subjects had presented him for charitable purposes, in order to use

cc



for school development. Afterwards, more loyal subjects cooperatively contributed in
purchasing more piece of land, causing the total area of the school had been enlarged to
30 rai, 3 ngan, 61 square wah. The construction of the school started at the beginning of August,
1967. The construction comprised a Thai style three-floor building, 10 meters wide and 80
meters long, with 30 classrooms. The space under the building was kept for a three-meter-deep
water tank. When a construction had been completed, Watsothorn School formally sent a
permission letter to H.M. King Bhumibol in order to ask permission to use the royal monogram
of H.M. King Bhumibol, i.e. ‘nUs’ and to enshrine it at the main garble of the new school
building. Also, the school asked a royal kindness and permission to use a the name
‘Watsothornwararamworawiham School’ as a new name of the school as well as to preside
over the opening ceremony for the new building on 20 November 1969.

In 1969, Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn (in the title of Phradhammasenani at that time)
sent a permission letter to The Ministry of Education to ask permission to conduct an
educational management for a grade 7 level. Although a formal permission had not been
replied yet, the Buddhasothorn School allowed students, who completed their study from
grade 6 from Watsothornwararamworawiharn School, to further their study at ¢grade 7 on 20
June 1970. At that time, there were 2 classrooms for grade 7 students. There were 54 grade
seven students altogether: 29 male, 25 female. Afterwards, according to a formal letter
No. CH23/8923, dated 15 June 1970, the Ministry of Education officially declared to recognize
the school as a public junior high school. Incidentally, Watsothornwararamworawiharn School,
a new junior high school, had used buildings and area of Watsothorn School for educational
management, Principal of Watsothornwararamworawiharn School was appointed as Acting
Principal of Buddhasothorn School as well.

In 1979, Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn (Cirapunno, Sgt. Jeam Kullavanich) constructed
two adjacent school buildings with 72 classrooms altogether. The main objective of the
building construction was to celebrate the 200" anniversary of the Metropolis of Rattanakosin
and the Chakri Dynasty. By this, Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn formally sent a permission letter
to H.M. King Bhumibol to use the royal monogram ‘AUs’ to enshrine at the main gable of the
new school building on 19 August 1979. A year later, Watsothornwararamworawiharn School
was transferred from Department of General Education, Ministry of Education and affiliated with

Office of the National Primary Education Commission, Ministry of Education.



In 1983, Buddhasothorn School was granted by the Ministry of Education to provide
educational opportunity for senior high school students.

On the auspicious occasion of 60" anniversary of H.M. King Bhumibol, Buddhasothorn
School constructed a multipurpose building, which was used for library and museum,
to present to H.M. King Bhumibol. The details for the multipurpose building were as follows:

The first floor: It was the hall for student meeting, Buddhist clergy meeting, and
events.

The second floor: It was used for a library for students and people in general.

The third floor: It was used for a museum in which many invaluable antiques
were preserved inside for study. Incidentally, on 19 January 1988, H.M. King Bhumibol came
to preside over the building opening ceremony, as Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn had initially
intended.

Ven. Phrabhramagunabhorn (Cirapunno, Sgt. Jeam Kullavanich) wanted to integrate
Watsothornwararamworawiharn School and Buddhasothorn School into one unit for unity
in terms of academic management and activity arrangement as well as virtue and ethical
cultivation for students. One more reason, the two schools were closely located in the
same area.

On 13 December 1990, the School Integrating Committee was appointed in order
to solve the legal problems and obstacles on school integration. Eventually, without
amendment, the guideline of the school integration appeared in a form of “the project on
school integration between Buddhasothorn School and Watsothornwararamworawiharn
School ”. On 13 September 1992, as the principled had been purposed by the Ministry
of Education, it was agreed by the Cabinet that Buddhasothorn School and
Watsothornwararamworawiharn School should be integrated as one unit. The integrated
school was named ‘Bhuddasothorn School’ and it was under a supervision of Department
of General Education. Buddhasothorn School provided a special form of instruction for both
primary and secondary levels (Watsothornwararaworawiharn School, 2015, (online) retrieved

on 16 June 2017).
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Huasai Temple (Piamnigrodharam Temple)

Huasai Temple (Piamnigrodharam Temple) is located, on the eastern bank of
Bangpakong River, Moo 1, Huasai Sub-district (formerly Ku Mon Sub-district), Bangkhla District,
Chachoengsao Province. It covers a total area of 13 rai, 3 ngan, 42 square wah. In 1957,
Phrakhru Pin Bhuddasaro, an ex-abbot, consulted with temple benefactors and the temple
committee about the construction of new Uposatha, a Buddhist monastic hall. The construction
of Uposatha was relied on donations in various events, i.e. the annual Kathin- cloth
merit-making ceremony, the Phapa robe-offering ceremony and annual religious activities.

On 24 March, 1971, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.M. Queen Sirikit, came to
preside over the Luknimit-rattan-string-cutting ceremony at the Uposatha of Huasai Temple
(Piamnigrodharam Temple) [Luknimit is a round stone buried in the ground to mark the
Buddha’s sacred limits]. (Phramaha Snga Virappanyano, interviewed on 16 May 2016 at Huasai

Temple)

Wathuasai School

Wathuasai School was established on 25 September 1930. Initially, the students had
to study at the sermon hall of Huasai Temple. Due to increasing number of students, the
sermon hall became insufficient and inconvenient by combination of factors. By this,
Mr. Banyen Tiyarat, Principal, called for local people’s participation to build a four-classroom
building in the vicinity of Huasai Temple. The construction of the classroom building was
successfully completed because of a monetary support of 4,000 Baht by the government,
and 3,000 Baht from people in general. In 1968, the classroom building became dilapidated
and the number of students had rapidly increased, Wathuasai School had to rely upon the
sermon hall of the temple as before. For this reason, Mr. Thaem Sunthornseni, Principal,
proposed a budget request for construction of a 019-modelled building to Department of
Provincial Administration, Ministry of Interior. In this regard, Phramaha Snga Virappanyano,
a Buddhist monk at Watthepsirindravas, Bangkok, coordinated to request support and assistance
from the Division of Local Education, Department of Local Administration. Finally,

the school was granted for a 255,000 Baht budget. Afterwards, a tender-winner company
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started to construct the 019-modelled building with 12 classrooms, 2 floors. At first, the second
floor was built with wood and contained six classrooms according to the budget. Later,
Phramaha Snga Virappanyano requested a monetary support of 240,000 Baht from
H.E. Prime Minister, in charge of Chairman of Executive Board of the Government Lottery
Division, for continuing construction of more six classrooms. The Government Lottery Division
granted the budget as requested through the Department of Local Administration; the school
building was completed (Phrakrudhammatipacarn, n.d.). Also, people in general participated in
offering a financial support of 78,256 Baht as subsidy. On 14 March 2514, at 3.00 pm, H.M. King
Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Sirikit came to open the new classroom building (Virapanyanusorn).
Also, he planted a golden shower tree (Rajapruek tree) and the queen planted a Jacaranda
tree in front of the classroom building. (Phramaha Snga Virappanyano, interviewed, 16 May 2016

at Wathuasai).

Mr. Prasit Kanchanawat’s House

(Ex-Parliament President and Ex-President of the House of Representative)

On 31 October 1971, H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Sirikit visited
Mr. (Ex- Parliament President and Ex-President of the House of Parliament) at his house in
Bang Khanak Sub-district, Bangnamprieo District, Chachoengsao Province. Formerly, Mr. Prasit
Kanchanawat was in the executive team of Bangkok Bank and used to be in the position of
Chairman of the Board of Bangkok Bank. Interestingly, he was named by the newspapers of his
times as ‘a man who opens the eate to China’ or ‘Kissinger of Thailand’. Played an important
role in building up relationship between Thailand and China, causing the signing of the
diplomatic contract between the two Countries on 1 July 1975, Mr. Prasit Kanchanawat was
also esteemed by The Nation daily newspaper as ‘a man of the year 1971°. Moreover, he
resolutely devoted himself for public charity and public benefits in various positions, e.g. the
Chairman of Local Education Foundation, Department of Provincial Administration; the Chairman
of Public Health and Medical Foundation; Vice Chairman of Chin Sopholpanich Foundation;
Committee and Chairman of Sub-committee on funding of Somdej Phrayuparaj Hospital.

Moreover, Mr. Prasit Kanchanawat participated to subsidize for the construction of the building
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of Cultural Center and Local Academic Center, Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University, Bangkhla

Campus (Aphiwat Wannakhorn, 1997, pp.217-223).

Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion (the Residence of Chachoengsao Governor)

Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion is located in Namueang Sub-district, Mueang District.
Formerly, this princely residence is the official residence of Chachoengsao Governor and it is
currently Chachoengsao City Museum. Likewise the old building of the Chachoengsao City Hall
or the Parchinburi Circle Hall, Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion is historically significant.

In the reign of King Rama V, Thailand (formerly known as Siam) had led by
a politics-leading-military-force policy. H.M. King Rama V intelligently changed the old regime
of Catusadom, the four pillars of ministries i.e. civic affairs, palace affairs, financial affairs, and
agricultural affairs, to the new regime of Tesapibal, a regional administrative organization.
By this, Chachoengsao was the location of Prachinburi Administrative Circle Hall; Prince
Marupongsiriphat was appointed to be the Governor in those days.

Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion, a two-story wooden house, was built in order to
use as an official residence of Samuhatesapibal, Governor. Interestingly, Prince
Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion was probably regarded as the first step of the construction of
‘government officers’ house’ in Chachoengsao Province.

Moreover, H.M. King Chulachomklao used to stay overnight twice at this princely
mansion during his 2 visits in Chachoengsao. His visitation could be perceived in the portrait
of H.M. King Chulalongkorn; it was kindly egiven during his first visit with his hand writing
“for the official residence of the Governor of the Prachinburi Circle (Chachoengsao City) as a
token of appreciation. | had been immensely comfortable here during 24 -29 January R.E. 126
(2450 B.E.)” (Subcommittee of the Booklet of Culture, Historical Development, Uniqueness and
Local Wisdom in Chachoengsao Province, 2000, pp.90-91)

On 19 October 1973, H.M. King Bhumibol, H.M. Queen Sirikit and H.R.H Proncess
Sirindhorn sojourned at Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion and used it as their workplace.
By this, this mansion or the residence of the Governor became an extremely important place

for administration and relationship between the monarch and Chachoengsao City from the past
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to the present. On Thursday, 9 March 2017, Chachoengsao Province performed an oblation
ceremony and a foundation-stone laying ceremony for Buddha Sothorn Hall, Chachoengsao
City Museum (Prince Marupongsiriphat’s Mansion) in order to establish a historical museum as

a new learning center of Chachoengsao.

Chachoengsao Red Cross Office and Chachoengsao Blood Donation Center

Chachoengsao Red Cross Office was established according to the policy of the Thai
Red Cross Association. With purpose to be an agent of Thai Red Cross Association,
Chachoengsao Red Cross Office operated on 27 January 1961. Its responsibility was to closely
and promptly alleviate local people’s sufferings and disasters in the area of Chachoengsao
Province. It was established to support Thai Red Cross Association to successfully complete
its missions. Incidentally, the committee considered a plan to build an operation building for
Chachoengsao Red Cross Office. Initially, a sum of 22,000 Baht as an initial money was
donated by kind-hearted people. On 3 February 1969, a meeting was held for construction
planning of Chachoengsao Red Cross Office.

The committee rented the area of 1 rai and 1 square wah from the state property from
the Treasury Department for construction and asked the approval a 247,000 Baht subsidy,
donated by dealers of the government lottery in Chachoengsao, to build Chachoengsao
Red Cross Office. Also, the committee assigned Prof. Dr. Rachata Kanchanavanich, Professor
of Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University, to draw a building plan and calculate
a cost of construction. In the meantime, more donations were continuously made. Anyway,
it was much insufficient to cover a cost of construction. When H.M. King Bhumipol heard this
matter; he kindly subsidized a sum of 261,500 Baht, which he had been presented by his loyal
subjects when he had presided over the building opening ceremony at Watsothornwararam
School on 20 November 1969, to build the Red Cross Office and the Blood Donation Center.
In this regard, the total amount of money from H.M. King’s subsidy, people’s donation and
annual functions were 1,161,110 Baht altogether. Chachoengsao Red Cross Office performed
a stone foundation laying ceremony on 27 December 1970 to present as an act of charity
to H.M. King Bhumibol in the month of his birth. On Friday, 19 October 1973,

H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M. Queen Sirikit came to preside over the opening ceremony of the
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Chachoengsao Red Cross Office and the Blood Donation Center. Afterwards, he came to
the official residence of the Chachoengsao Governor. (Aneck Priyanont, et al, 1973)
Apparently, activities and operation of the Chachoengsao Red Cross Office are prosperous
and widespread due to the boundless and gracious kindness of H.M. King Bhumibol and H.M.
Queen Sirikit; both of them are the Patron and the Vice Chairman of the Thai Red Cross
Association. Importantly, the King and the Queen are the cherished ones and the center of

minds of the Red Cross parties across Thailand.

Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center Ignited by the Royal Initiative Idea

Khao Hin Sorn Sub-district, Phanomsarakham District, Chachoengsao Province

General Background
‘On 26 August 1998, H.M. King Bhumibol, King Rama V, granted an audience to
the Chairman of the Special Committee for Coordination of the Royal Projects Ignited by
Royal Initiative Idea (Gen. Chatichai Choonhavan), seminar attendants and concerned officers
at Dusidalai Hall in order to receive his royal policy on the following operations of the
project. In this regard, H.M. King Bhumibol remarked the general background of
Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center as follow:

“The study center at Khao Hin Sorn was the first study center. Thus, the
outcomes of this study center might be very little because of landscape restriction. Later on,
the concept of this study center had been widespread...” (History of Khao Hin Sorn Royal
Development Study Center legnited by the Royal Initiative Idea. 1999)

Regarding an initial backeround, H.M. King Bhumibol eraciously talked to the audience that:

“According to the beginning history the development study center, it was initially
started at Khao Hin Sorn study center...”

“..Historically... it originally covered the area of 264 rai. The area was presented to
the King by a villace headman for “the construction of the royal mansion” at the foot of

Hin Sorn Hill by Hin Sorn Temple in 1977.



Initially, | had to search where exactly it was. At last, | found that it appeared in the
map of Khao Hin Sorn (Map I: 50,000 official record of 4236 |, Il, 5336 I, IV). After | received
that piece of land, | kept thinking for two years in order to search that how the area was.
Coincidently, | finally found that area at the upper corner of the map. By this, | put four
maps together to study carefully where that area was exactly located. Afterwards, | asked the
land owner whether he would consent if the land would be used for agricultural study center,
not for the royal mansion as he had intended at an earlier time...”

Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center Ignited by the Royal Initiative Idea
is the first development study center. It was established on 8§ August 1979. Its total area
covers 1,895 rai: 1,240 rai was presented to the king by local people and the rest was royal
property of 655 rai, adjacent to Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center, which the
king kindly gave for area of study, research and agricultural development. Currently, there are
15 villages surrounding the development study center. The villages, with the total area of
113,214 rai, are situated at the area of Joan Basin at Khao Hin Sorn Sub-district and Koa Khanoon
Sub-district. Moreover, the development study project covers the more area of 84 rai which
local people in Khao Hin Sorn Sub-district and Ban Song Sub-district, Phanom Sarakham
District, presented to the king. (Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Center Ignited by
the Royal Initiative Idea, 2013)

This royal project was established an agriculture development complex center. Also,
it was emphasized on improvement and revival of natural resources, i.e. soil and water, for
abundance because this area had been deforested and diluted soil nutrients by dry crop
plantation, causing the problem depleted soil. (Office of Special Committee for Coordination
of Royal Projects Ignited by the Royal Initiative Ideas, 2004, pp. 4-5). Most of the area was sandy
soil and abundant rainy in a short period of time, i.e. 1,200 millimeters per year and sometimes
over 60 millimeters within an hour. However, soil could absorb water for only 30 millimeters;
the rest flowed along the soil surface, causing soil erosion. This phenomenon resulted in a loss
of soil nutrient abundance; most area could not be agriculturally used. (Office of Special
Committee for Coordination of Royal Projects Ignited by the Royal Initiative Idea, 2004, p. 37).

In this regard, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly advised for soil rehabilitation for sustainable
development and livelihood. The activities for development were recommended like the use

of green manure, planting legumes as ground cover, the pest prevention by natural method,
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the study on suitability of land exploitation for fruit tree planting, forest restoration, animal
breeding promotion, pasture management, the cattle buffalo bank for farmers,promotion
on famers’ cooperative system for income security (Office of Special Committee for
Coordination of Royal Projects Ignited by the Royal Initiative Ideas, 2004, p. 4).

The development study center is an academic learning source for agricultural
development. Importantly, the study outcomes will be passed on to farmers for their
livelihood as H.M. King Bhumibol remarked as follow:

“...the study center acts as a living natural museum. In other words, the study center
is summary of development outcomes in order that people can use them as an actual lesson

for their benefits of life...”

Currently, Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center Ignited by Royal Initiative Idea
becomes a modeled center for agricultural development in various forms. Due to H.M. King
Bhumibol’s unfathomable kindness, his initiation and problem solving guidelines tangibly brings

about the ultimate benefits among local people in Chachoengsao and farmers across Thailand.

‘ Historical inscription of Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center

On 8 August 1979 at 01.20 pm., H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.R.H Princess
Sirindhorn and H.R.H Princess Chulabhorn, departed Chitralada Royal Villa, Dusit Palace and
came to preside over the monument opening ceremony of King Pinklao. Also, H.M. King
Bhumibol came to Ban Khao Hin Sorn agricultural study center and visited his numerous
subjects, who had waited to esteem his graciousness and charisma, in Phanom Sarakham District,
Chachoengsao Province.

H.M. King Bhumibol arrived at Ban Hin Sorn, Moo 2, Khao Hin Sorn Sub-district, Phanom
Sarakham District, at 03.00 pm., and kindly granted people to take his audience and present
money to contribute to a charity fund started by the king. In this regard, H.M. King Bhumibol
kindly eave back to Mr. Sujin Kittiyarak, Governor of Chachoengsao, to use for the
Agricultural Study Center of Phanom Sarakham District.

Incidentally, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly went to see and hear his subjects. Later,
carne back to his royal car and came to the Agricultural Study Center of Phanom Sarakham

District.

(o



Thereat, Mr. Tiwa Poolsombut, Chief District Officer of Phanom Sarakham, briefed the
opening remark and led Mr. Quan Chaites, Villege Headman of Moo 2, Khao Hin Sorn
Sub-district, and other local people who intentionally presented a piece of land to the king, to
have an audience with the king. They were as follows:

1. Mr. Chomtroo Chaites
. Miss Lim Chaites
. Mr. Daeng Suriya
. Mr. Chao Phongsisai
. Mr. Mool Kaewpumhaeng

. Mr. Eiaw Supata

-~ O B W M

. Mr. Tongyoo Owattana

H.M. King Bhumibol conversed with those who had presented the land to him as it
appeared in his speech as follows:

“.. [ll immediately asked them whether they agreed if the land would be used for
an agricultural study center, not for the royal mansion. They replied me that they were glad.

By this, the establishment was started there ...”

Afterwards, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly talked with eovernment officers of Ministry of
Interior and those of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative on the significance of a careful
soil survey for an appropriate space division to serve the interested people’ educational tours
on irrigation, agriculture, animal husbandry and demonstration of household industry.

In this regard, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly ¢ave his recorded information and analyzed
a myriad of problems of study centers to the Office of Special Committee for Coordination of
Royal Projects lgnited by the Royal Initiative Ideas on 19 June 1997 at Kai Klanewon Palace,
Prachuab Kirikhan Province (Office of Special Committee for Coordination of Royal Projects
lenited by the Royal Initiative Ideas, 2004, pp.32-33).

For Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center, H.M. King Bhumibol kindly talked about
problems and solution guidelines as follows:

“The first problem: Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center, Phanom Sarakham

District, Chachoengsao Province: In 1979, the deforestation for dry crop plantation like corn
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and cassava caused problem of depleted soil. Soil would change to be sandy soil in summer;
monsoon storm caused soil erosion in rainy season.

Later, on 21 July 1980, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn,
came to this study center and granted for establish a herbal forest garden. Also, he kindly
planted a Bhodi tree and a Kalapapruk tree, (Cassia Bakeriana) in the area of
Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center.

On 3 August 1981, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with H.M. King Mahavajiralongkorn when
he was H.R.H Prince Mahavajiralongkorn at that time, H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn and H.R.H Princess
Chulabhorn, came to follow up the operation and progress of Khao Hin Sorn Development
Study Center lgnited by Royal Initiative Ideas.

On 24 August 1982, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.R.H Prince Mahavajiralongkorn,
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn and H.R.H Princess Chulabhorn, came to follow up the operation and
progress of Khao Hin Sorn Development Study Center Ignited by Royal Initiative Idea. Also, he
kindly allowed his subject people to present “Rama’s Pavilion” as the royal pavilion.

Later, on 22 August 1984, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with H.R.H Princess
Sirindhorn, came to follow up the operation and progress of Khao Hin Sorn Development
Study Center. Simultaneously, Satake Engineering Company presented the rice mill machine
for this development study center. Also, on 23 April 1997, H.M. King Bhumibol, along with
H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn, came to follow up the operation and progress of Khao Hin Sorn

Development Study Center again

Irrigation Project in the Area of Sanam Chaikhet District

The irrigation project in the area of Sanam Chaikhet District, Chachoengsao Province,
was the royal project ignited by H.M. King Bhumibol’s initiative idea. On 22 April 1982,
this project was launched in the area of irrigation project, with a total area of 20,000 rais,
to help the poor people to permanently live and earn their living. By this, they could make
a living until posterity; but they could not own the land title. This royal project could help
for soil and forest conservation as well as restrain forest invasion and deforestation. Moreover,

H.M. King Bhumibol initiated and proposed Royal Irrigation Department to conduct a reservoir



construction project at the Rabom Canal Basin which was a tributary of Talad Canal.
Interestingly, when the reservoir was completely constructed, it would be a freshwater fish
breeding ground and the water course for agricultural areas and consumption. (The Irrigation

Project in the Area of Sanam Chaikhet District, Chachoengsao Province: Online. 2017)

Bang Pakong Power Plant

Thailand has found the sources of natural gas in the Gulf of Thailand and exploited
since 1981. To replace the imported expensive fuel oil, natural gas has been used as fuel for
electrical energy production and industrial factories. At the same time, Thailand had to
encounter with the oil price fluctuation in world market. Thus, Thailand is risky in energy
security. Bang Pakong Power Plant is Thailand’s first power plant in which natural gas is used

as fuel in response to the government policy.

Located at the left bank of Bang Pakong River, Bang Pakong Power Plant is situated
in No. 4, Moo 4, Ta Kham Sub-district, Bang Pakong District, Chachoengsao Province. Bang Pakong
Power Plant, covers the area of 1,134 raj, is about 11 kilometers away from the mouth of
Bang Pakong River or about 2.5 kilometers northwards away from a bridge crossing
Bang Pakong River.

From the past to the present, the construction and development process of
Bang Pakong Power Plant can be classified into three stages as follows: (Bang Pakong Power
Plant, n.d., pp.2-5)

Stage I: The construction process of the power plant started in 1979 and terminated
in 1984, The construction consisted of 2 thermal power plants with power generation capacity
of 550 MW and 2 combined cycle power plants with power generation capacity of 765 MW.

Stage Il The construction process was started at the end of 1988 and terminated
in October 1993 The construction consisted of 2 thermal power plants with power generation
capacity of 600 MW and 2 combined cycle power plants with power generation capacity of

657 MW.
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Stage Ill: According to Thailand’s power development plan (PDP 2004), it has determined
that more powerhouses should be built for national security. By this, the cabinet approved
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand to build the Bang Pakong Combined Cycle Power
Plant (phase 5) with power generation capacity of 657 MW. This project started in July, 2006
and it completely terminated in September, 2009.

In 2009, Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand discharged two combined cycle
power plants, e.g. plant | and plant Il, because they had been exploited for a long time. By this,
Bang Pakong Power Plant, with the total installed capacity of 3720.3 MH, became Thailand’s
largest generating source of electrical energy.

On 8 January 1985, H.M. King Bhumibol, together with H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn, came
to preside over the opening ceremony for Bang Pakong Power Plant in Bang Pakong District,
Chachoengsao Province. H.M. King Bhumibol’s visitation brought about delight and appreciation
for the king’s kindness among local people and officers of Bang Pakong Power Plant who had

waited to have an audience with the king on that day.
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